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Carmela Wirtanen forged ahead past this and future challenges with energy and

Having gone into first grade without the advantage of English as a primary language,
gebered by family, classmates, colleagues,

enthusiasm, qualities now strong
and friends alike.

She was born in New Hamps
Sicily, had a teaching career t
enjoyed her retirement until
years of hard work, achievem

elmsford Public Schools, and

nily that had come directly from
i;it Her life spanned extraordinary

While many high school gradji#t S £ B, theTt ey ways been adventurous
people who went out into thgvor T oC Wricd, started _farflilies and then decided

that college was going to J#€ the be™Y cin o £u1 1l thepireaths. Cam Wirtanen was
one of these adventurougipeople. '

enrolled at dQwell Sgate College, from
which she gradudted in locd cokisAifere viere only one of ttYPriods during which she
displayed her abflity prthfihile activities and §pt ‘miss a beat.” She
taught 4™ grade, fot ster’s degf ha ft hort tifne as a spdjalist in learning
disabilities, and then in 1987. Her famil§g rst love, dnd Yis was followed

closely by her lofe o en in general, whiclj mad ob so special@her. She also

knew that by wogkin{ ose years, she would ens W ang ]aer fushand could travel
’ ‘

more, which they did sively ove ar

Her enjoyment of learn at equcation wyas extremely gApOTtalit were
lovingly exhibitgf in her [5¥#® Betion of rgading to prandchildel e realized the
importance of thi icenbuildingbhathfandlly relationships aff#*acad kills. Itisno
wonder that the name by which her grandchlldren and various other young people in the
family addressed her was “Darlin’.”

When her two cHildren wegghoth in schooll Ca

Shortly before her death, her daughter told her of the plan to endow a scholarship in her
name, and she was proud to know that. She made it clear that she was glad that other young
people would continue to be helped with their college educations long after she had passed
away.



